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NOTES AND COMMENTS 



EAST GERMANS CONTINUE PRESSURE ON BERLIN 



East Germany continues to 
seek tacit acknowledgment of its 
"sovereignty" over East Berlin 
and to exercise its alleged 
rights to control travel to the 
city. 



A new and potentially seri- 
ous challenge to 
Western rights has 
been the attempt to 
force Western diplo- 
mats to secure per- 
mits before visiting 
the Soviet sector of 
Berlin, as has been 
the case for visits 
to East Germany. The 
East Germans are 
claiming that US Am- 
bassador Dowling ac- 
knowledged the re- 
gime's authority dur- 
ing his visit to the 
Soviet sector on 22 
September by showing 
his identification 
documents to East Ger- 
man police. The East 

German news agency 
formally denied a 

Western press report 

that a Soviet Embassy 

spokesman had said 

personnel of the three 

Western powers would 

be excepted from the 

permit requirement to 

visit East Berlin; 

this leaves open the 

possibility that the 

regime will attempt 

to bar Much personnel. 



to control West German traffic 
to Berlin. Taking the same 
line the Soviet commandant took 
in his answer to the three . 
Western commandants, the note 
reiterates the charge that the 
Western powers have misused the 
air corridors. By asserting 



COMMUNICATION ROUTES BETWEEN 
s^y^ESTrJGERMANY AND BERLIN 




Without giving unlimited 
support to East Germany, Mos- 
cow's noto of 26 September, an- 
swering tbs protest of the three 

?2I f I! S fa lf ,t th# P**tial block- 
sde of Berlin f rom-Sl Augus^tow 
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that Western rights In the cor- 
ridors are limited to the sup- 
ply of Berlin garrisons, the 
sots leaves tbs door opes for 
continued harassment or even 
Sovi et w ithdrawals from, the four- 



the US commandant* protest con- 
cerning East German police ac- 
tion against Ambassador Dowlincr 
suggests that Moscow may be 
prepared to back East German 
efforts to gain at least de 
facto acknowledgment of the 
Jff 1 "' 8 authority in East Ber- 
lin over Western as well as 
west German representatives. 

*-,.♦. I** E f st ^""s h*ve un- 
dertaken minor harassment of 

l! !! r ° * nd We8t German traffic 

{£ ob f ,or "•»* spots in the 
Western position. On 22 Sep- 
tal's* S S Ar " y tpuck « de- 
11 ?s ^ f ast Ger »» n Police 
*t the Soviet checkpoint out- 
side West Berlin on charges the 
driver had violated traf?ic 

It^h! 11008 : 8o,fl « t "thoritLs 
^ the checkpoint backed the 

R Jhf*S! m f pollce ' Subsequent- 
ly the Soviet commandant in Ber- 
lin refused to take any action 
again.* the East Germans* sia?- 
!nf *?** be could take measured 
till ln ao far M soviet o?I 
bit E**?* troop " wcr « Evolved 
^«? 0t lD Caaes Evolving Bast 
merman representative*. 

The East Germans are intro- 
ducing without adequate notice 
lUn r «; u J r «»«t. for documenta- 
|i° n •* truck traffic entering 
Bast Germany. Six West German 
r^V" r ° Ute to *««* £ru2 
^Jf * Ur ° ed ° ver to the French 
Kff 2° W6r t held u * *t the 
* }2 n £° rn ^^^Poibt from 17 
i° n " September and tbeir^rlver. 
ined because their papers did 
ot show the end user. This 



i lated new requirements for doc- 
umentation of agricultural prod- 

[ ucts in transit through East 
Germany, requiring special cer- 
tification for absence of plant 
diseases. American officials 
believe these regulations might 
be invoked as a legal basis for 
interfering with grain and 
Potato shipments to West Ber- 
lin, 

On 24 and 25 September, 
East German Air Force jet fight- 
ers engaged in flight-intercept 
training within the Berlin cor- 
ridors at altitudes ranging 
from 11,500 to 29,000 fSet 

^Ji^k!*! flrst known instance 
of flight training by East Ger- 
»an pilots in the corridors, 
and such training presents a 
greater chance of incidents. 
iJHfJ** 3 been » however, no rep- 
etition, of Soviet fighters fly- 
ing close to Western commercial 
aircraft in the Berlin corridors. 
as happened two weeks ago. 

Bonn is now implementing 
a few limited counter-measures 
against the East German economy, 
including withholding new per- 
mits for deliveries of West Ger- 
?! D ,,P 0d " und * r the 1960 interzonal 
?- « e ./ g T* e ? ent -* Bonn ' -oreover, 
is not implementing the 1961 
interzonal agreement, which 
**s ..signed in August. 




